
 

Argyll and Bute Council  
Comhairle Earra Ghàidheal agus Bhòid 
 

Community Services 
Acting Executive Director:  

  
Head Teacher: Mr. Stephen Harrison   Islay High School 
       School Street, Bowmore, Isle of Islay, PA43 7LS 

       Tel:01496 810 239    

       E Mail: enquiries@islay.argyll-bute.sch.uk  

 

 
Newsletter – Christmas 2018 

To all Parents and Carers 

There would usually be a newsletter going out at the time of the October Holidays and I apologise for not 

having written one then but there have been some rapid changes over the last 2-3 months, particularly 

regarding staffing, and it’s only now that we have a clearer way forward.  So in this newsletter, I would like to 

explain where we are with the staffing but also look back at many of the successes we have already had this 

session. 

Staffing 

As you may know, we have lost three members of staff.   

Mrs Jeanie McNaughton retired at the end of November after more than 20 years teaching Biology as well as 

having been a guidance teacher for many years at Islay High School.  I just want to take this opportunity to 

thank her for all that she has done and particularly the huge number of pupils she has helped and supported 

along the way.  She has been dedicated, enthusiastic and professional throughout her career and she will be 

sorely missed but we want to wish her all the very best for her retirement.  

Just at the start of the October Holidays, Mrs Anne Cooper, our temporary Gaelic teacher, resigned having 

found the financial commitment of living away from home in North Uist and the difficulties of travelling back 

and forth too much.  Then early in November, Miss Michelle Roberts our Art Teacher, also resigned, again for 

personal reasons to take up a post in Edinburgh.  Again, I would like to thank both of them for their work they 

have done in Islay High School and particularly Miss Roberts, who has been with us for about 2 years, and had 

already made a significant and positive impact on Art in the school. We wish them all the best for the future. 

All three posts were advertised but the response was not good. We had no applicants for the Gaelic post and 

only one applicant for each of the other two.  Fortunately, the applicant for the Art post, Miss Charlotte 

Morris, had a successful interview, was offered the post and has accepted.  She started in the middle of 

December and is quickly getting to grips with her role.  Unfortunately, the applicant for the Biology post, had 

to pull out of the application process due to a bereavement in the family and is now unable to move to Islay.  

We have made every effort to try to ensure pupils will not be disadvantaged by these staff changes.  In Gaelic, 

Mrs Lynn Mitchell (qualified in both Maths and Gaelic) has taken over the majority of the Gaelic classes and we 

also have Miss Kirsty Alexander from Bowmore Primary School teaching two periods a week to the Native 

Speakers in S1. In Art, while waiting for Miss Morris to start, Mrs Maggie Bell (former Principal Teacher of Art) 

came back again to help us out by taking on the certificate classes and we also had Mrs Mary-Ann 
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Featherstone, a self-employed artist on Islay, delivering workshops to our S1 and S2 classes.  Although she is 

not a qualified secondary teacher, which meant we had to have a teacher in with her, she has taught in 

colleges and has helped out in schools before.  I would like to thank both of them for filling in and helping us 

out at a difficult time. With the Biology post, Mrs Nicola Moran (qualified in both Biology and Chemistry) will 

be taking over all the Biology certificate classes and I will be taking on all the Chemistry certificate classes.  

There are also knock on effects to other teachers with Mr Redpath taking on the National 4 Science class, Mr 

Kitching and Mr Redpath both taking on additional S1 and S2 classes. 

I would like to say a huge thank you to all the staff who have been so willing to help out and take on these 

additional roles.   

Successes and Achievements 

I hope you are able to access all the information that is posted by Mr Pollock on our Facebook page and I’m 

not going to repeat everything here.  However, I would like to highlight a few things.   

Firstly, I would like to congratulate all the pupils involved in the musical “Annie”.  The performances were 

tremendous and the attitude, commitment and team work of all involved was excellent.  I would also like to 

thank Mr Weatherhogg and all the staff, who produced, directed, even acted (!) and helped out with this 

show. 

All the pupils performed extremely well at the Christmas concert last night.  It was such an enjoyable night and 

it was wonderful to have former pupils come back and perform with our school band.  A huge thank you to Mr 

McDermott, our music instructor for all the work he puts in and I would also like to make a special mention to 

Brian Palmer, who volunteers his time to, not only support the band, but also to teach the drums to a number 

of our pupils in school on a weekly basis. 

We have offered, and run, a huge number of trips off and on the island already this session and whilst these 

take pupils away from classes, the experiences they gain from such events is enormous. Without exception, 

the pupils on these trips have behaved and performed so well. They are a huge credit to their families, the 

school and the islands.   

The boy’s rugby team experienced tremendous success. Five of our boys played in the South Argyll Schools’ 

U16 Rugby team (an amalgamation of Lochgilphead, Tarbert, Campbeltown and Islay schools) in the National 

Schools League.  After some tremendous performances the team reached the final of the plate completion at 

Murrayfield on the 5th December and although they didn’t win that, it was an amazing achievement for their 

first outing in this competition! The girl’s rugby team continue to achieve success on the mainland now 

winning the majority of their matches that they play.  Their teamwork, commitment and camaraderie is 

something to behold and they are definitely going from strength to strength! A group of 4 students attended 

the Argyll and Bute Enterprising Maths competition at Oban High School and did so well that they were put 

forward to the national event, where again they performed admirably.  The contribution from our students to 

musical events on the island has been immense particularly with the WW100 commemorations and our own 

Remembrance Service, and there were, again, many amazing achievements at the National Mod.   

There are so many other events and achievements that I could mention so this is just a flavour of all the things 

that have been happening and I couldn’t be more proud of our pupils or more grateful to the hard work staff 

put in beyond the classrooms to help pupils flourish the way they do. 



 

Some of you may have been in school recently and seen the new accommodation developed for a new music 

studio.  This was funded by the Schroeder’s Foundation, Mactaggart Third Fund, Western Ferries, Howat Trust 

and match funded by Argyll and Bute Council.  The accommodation is now complete and the technical 

equipment will then be installed just after the New Year.  This will be an excellent facility, which I have no 

doubt will inspire our students to even greater achievements.  Mr Weatherhogg deserves a huge amount of 

credit for driving this project forward. 

So finally, I just want to wish you all a wonderful, relaxing and enjoyable family Christmas and all the very best 

for the New Year.  Just another reminder that we start back on Monday the 7th January.  The council had 

earlier in the session put out in error that we were back on Tuesday the 8th and I apologise if that has caused 

any disruption to your holidays or travel plans. 

With all my best wishes    

Stephen Harrison 

Head Teacher 

 


